Some nice places to visit close to our Maisons Catalanes

On the following pages we give you an overview of things to visit during a stay in the Pyrénées-

Orientales. Thisregionisalsok nown as 06 Fr e n citonc€aséddol be part af the &imgdom

of Cataluniaéto which Barcelona also belonged and of which Perpignan was the capital. The Kings of

Maj orcabs Palace in Perpignan is now the oldest royal
area are still bilingual (Catalan & French). In the Pyrénées-Orientales you will encounter an inspiring

mixture of the Mediterranean French and Catalonian culture, surrounded by sea and mountains. That

is probably why the Lonely Planet Guide says: i Al t hough not known by many, t h
competewi t h European top destinations I|ike Iltalian Tusc:
list. There is much more to do and to see. Maps and travel guides are available in our houses. In the

gallery section of our website you will find more pictures of interesting places to visit.

As for driving times we chose to give those from Estoher and Finestret (east of Prades).The driving
times from Mosset and Pezilla-de-Conflent are a bit different as these villages are located north of
Prades (Mosset) and north of llle-sur-Tét (Pezilla-de-Conflent).

R s S .-‘\’ e j (e o E A S
Endless sandy beaches near St. Marie Plage in May A rocky beach near Banyuls une
In the information map in the houses we have

A region with endless Sandy pointed out the best sandy beaches and rocky

beaches & rocky creeks creeks for you, so that you
on the most interesting spot.

Endless sandy beaches: 35 minutes by

car. Rocky creeks: 55 minutes by car Nearest beach: Vinca,
10 minutes by car
On the French Catalan coast you will discover The nearest oObeach6 is that
in the northern part Seeming'y never-ending on 10 minutes from our hOUSES .In Flnest_l‘et
beaches with a clear sea (as no harbours and and Estoher, close to the town of Vinga. During
industries are around!) and possibilities for all the summer months there is supervision, the
kinds of water sports. In de southern part there toilets are in order and ice cream, drinks,

are 6rocky beachesd with mRarkpeteeigragreseld ¢ ek s,
ideal for diving and snorkelling, as this area is
a protected water nature reserve.
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The lake of Vinga. The beach is on the right.

Water fun? Aqualand in St. Cyprien,

50 minutes by car

Aqualand is a very nice water theme park in a
beautiful setting with lots of flowers. Kids love it
and adults too! This is especially the case
because this theme park is clean and nicely
decorated with Mediterranean flowers. Open
only from June till September.

Swimming in rivers

The rivers that pass the villages Estoher,
Finestret, Mosset and Pezilla-de-Conflent offer
great opportunities to cool down in summer.
These places are on walking distance. Big
advantage: one can swim in crystal clear
mountain water. In Pezilla-de-Conflent there is
even a sandy beach alongside the river.

"

ayonles |ving in one of the pb s next to the

waterfalls or 6Les Cascades
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The Gouffre in Finestret, an over 30 metres high
little wonder of nature, that offers in summer a great
but difficult to find swimming pool that locals visit to
cool down.

Walking from low to high

In the Pyrénées-Orientales there is an
enormous difference between the low romantic
wine- and fruit valleys with their palm trees,
mimosa, jasmine etc. and the high rough snow
topped mountains where goats and cows find
their way. This difference makes hiking in this
region so very special. During a morning or
afternoon walk you can encounter two totally
different worlds of nature with spectacular
views. In the houses we have walking maps
that will help you find the best routes. Another
good suggestion is a guided nature walk
through the valleys or mountains. There are
many private guides you can hire, even for a
mountain walk with full moon.

Evening walk inEthe vine¥]ards around Estoher
0O near stonher



A region with a long historyé

The history of French Catalonia goes back
very far, starting with the prehistory, as the
oldest man of Europe was found here. French

Catal oni a i s i n f a-airt

mu s e u mb, spread but over the whole
territory, thousands of ancient works of sacred
or profane art. Antique relicts, medieval
churches, Romanesque abbeys, baroque
buildings (in the church of Prades par example
with the largest Baroque altarpiece of France!),
17" century military fortifications, scientific
heritage, gothic architecture, modern and
contemporary art and architecture. You name it
and you will find it here. In this information
leaflet we can just mention a few. You will find
a more complete overview of the cultural
inheritance of this special region in the tourist
books in the houses.

The UNESCO fortress village of
Villefranche de Conflent, ca. 15 minutes
Villefranche is an almost intact fortificated
village from the 16° and 17° century and is
regarded as one of the most beautiful villages
in France. Villefranche is, although touristy,
really nice and worth a visit. What is very
special to do, is to walk down the 765

Abbey St. Mchel de Cuxa in early March

Abbey St. Martin du Canigou, ca. 25
minutes by car

6under gr ound dowasds ¢he pllage t a i rAgording to us, and with us many travel

from the fortress of Liberia (situated high
above Villefranche). You are then awarded
with the specialex peri ence of

guides (books), this abbey is by its setting in
the mountains one of the most beautiful in

| 0 n @randed Th& mo8t SmiprddsiVe view you will get

tunnel s6 whi c hthemseles®e nwiyt MjpwingeRime when the abbey is surrounded by

great views over the mountains and the village
of Villefranche.

Abbey St. Michel de Cuxa,

ca. 15 minutes by car

This abbey, located near Prades, is regarded
as a key monument in the history of
6CatiabonAs this abbey

thehousesand as you do not

after you have parked your car, this abbey is a
good place to visit when you have to fill in a
part of a day. An absolute suggestion: during

Juy and August in Prades

classical music festival is organized. This
festival is one of the most prestigious classical
music festivals in France! Some of the
concerts are given in the chapel of this abbey.
It is an unforgettable experience to visit a
concert like this... It gave us a hen-skin! So,
when you are in the region in July or August
we advise you urgently to visit the tourist office
in Prades and ask for the program of the Pablo
Casals Festival.
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the forbidding snow topped mountains in the
distance. Check guided tours and opening
times before you visit as a guided tour through
the interior is as interesting as staring at the
building from the exterior.

PS: after parking your car you have to walk up
for at least 45 minutes!

so very close to

have to o6wal k upbo




The Cathar Castle of Peyrepertuse

The Cathar Castles, ca. 50 minutes to
Peyrepertuse, 1 hour and 25 minutes to
Carcassonne

The Pyrénées-Orientales and the Aude are
probably best known all over the world
because of their famous Cathar Castles. These
eye-catching medieval ruins set on high
mountain peaks still tell the awful story of the
massacre of hundreds of men, women and
children who were killed by the Catholics in the
middle ages. Driving towards the Cathar
Castles is lovely and an attraction on its own.
Moreover you can well combine a visit to the
Cathar Castles with a visit to the near by
Tautavel Museum (see elsewhere) and Forca
Real (with spectacular views over mountains
and Mediterranean). We ourselves liked
Peyrepertuse best, as it is the most intact
castle (not taking Carcassonne into account). It
gave us a quite heavy heart as you could still
feel the atmosphere in which those poor
people must have lived before they all
(including the children) died at the stake up
here. Be aware that you cannot visit this castle
when it is rainy as the walking paths towards
the castle are small and dangerous. Moreover
you will miss the spectacular view when the air
is covered. Besides: the largest Cathar castle
that you can visit under all weather
circumstances is Carcass on n e é

The medieval castle of Carcassonne seen from far
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The fortress of Salses,

45 minutes by car

If you want to see a real huge French fortress,
then Salses is your best choice. This almost
intact building is one of the largest military
buildings in Europe. Originally it was built by
Ferdinand Il of Aragon, King of Spain, but once
conquered by the French in 1642 the famous
French architect Vauban transformed it into a
modern bastioned fortification. Nowadays the
fortress of Salses is considered a unique
example of French military architecture of the
17" century.

Collioure harbour, 55 minutes by car

We love Collioure. It is absolutely one of the
most beautiful harbours on the Mediterranean
that we have seen: intact, full of colours, lively,
bright, many nice streets, beautiful views,
fl ower s, a | arge 6coll
Collioure is considered a 6 mu s tringda 6
stay in the region. Moreover, all year round
there are some really nice festivals, concerts
and exhibitions in this harbour city with
wonderful fireworks mid August and beach
parties on New Years Eve. A problem of
Collioure though is the crowds and the lack of
parking faci | i t i es. | f you
drive to Port Vendres! This is a wonderful
place to be with excellent fish restaurants. Not
to mention Banyuls: also very beautiful.

The Collioure beach in April



A lively region with various
museums and attractions

There are various nice museums and

attractions in the area. Actually you might 6 f a | |

over the museums. Here we give you an
overview of the ones that are close and that
are typical for the Pyrénées-Orientales:

The museum of Tautavel, 40 min. by car
This modern museum is set in the rough
countryside, close to the village of Tautavel, in
the middle of the garrigue. This museum is an
interactive and intelligent museum on the life of
the oldest man of Europe, as in this region, so
in Tautavel, the oldest skeleton of man in
Europe was found.

Tautavel 6

The 6caves, 80 mirfutedBbycar h
The cellar of Byrrh in Thuir offers you a tour
and an insight (with tasting!) on the whole wine
and liqueur process in the region. While visiting
this

biggest wine barrel containing more than one
million litres. All very interesting! Although the
tours are given by a French-speaking guide,
you can well follow them, as English info
leaflets are available. Just ask them before the
tour starts at the desk where you buy your
ticket.

r £

Les Caves de Byrrh
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6factoryd you can

Stalactite caves of Villefranche,
15 minutes by car

The c alese Grandgs Canalettesd ar e

really good choice on a rainy day! A tour of
approximately one hour leads you through the
Gnost strange and colourful formations. At the
exit of the ticket building there is an exhibition
on stones, which is quite interesting.

The yellow train, 15 minutes by car

Built at the turn of the 20™ century to open up
the high Catalan plateaux, the railway line of
the yellow train is the pride and the symbol of
Pyrénées-Orientales of which it carries the

a

yellow and red colours. The 6t r ai nisveraune 6

famous in France as it is one of the most
impressive train journeys you can make in
Europe (according to touristy guides/books).
This touristy train takes you from Villefranche
in the Tét Valley (15 minutes from Estoher and
Finestret) through the Conflent and crosses the
Cerdagne from Mont-Louis to Latour-de-Carol.
In 63 km the yellow train climbs 1200 meters in
height to the station at Bolquere, the highest in
France. Its route is particularly attractive and
gives you on its way some very spectacular
views over valleys and mountains, like the
Séjourné Viaduct on 65 meters height and the
Gisclard Brigde, 80 metres above a precipice.
Especially in winter this trip is breathtaking. If
you make a stop at Thues-les-Bains you can
make directly a walk through the dramatic
Gorges de Caranca.

Yellbw Train in the high plateau of the Cerdagne

The Zoo of Sigean, 50 minutes by car

If you are interested in African nature and
animals, this zoo is your choice. In a very large
savannah like area you will encounter all kinds
of African and tropical animals (just d@valking
aroundd set in a natural environment. As this
Z0o is very extensive you have to count on at
least half a day for a visit. Probably you best
combine this tour with a visit to the Fortress of
Salses (on 15 minutes from this Zoo, see
elsewhere in this leaflet).



Butterfly garden in Elne,
40 minutes by car

Near Elne you will find a (covered) butterfly
garden with all kinds of details on butterflies.
There are so many

garden that during a visit of approximately an
hour you do not know where to look, as there
are so many different and coloured butterflies
al | over the placeé

A butterfly in the tropical garden of Elne

The wild life park of Les Angles,

1 hour and 15 minutes by car

In this beautiful wild life park, completely set in
nature, you will encounter mountain animals

from all over t he wor |

get, are the spectacular views over the
mountains within the park, especially in winter.
During this season you can see the animals
even better. A must do if you choose to visit
the high mountains.

The Museum for Modern Art in Céret,

1 hour and 10 minutes by car

Due to the clear light and the deep colours in
nature many artists (especially impressionists)
lived in this region since mid 18" century.
Much of their work was left in the area. The
Mus® e d MoMlarre in Céret is specialized in
the work of these artists, including Picasso,
Matisse, Chagall, Miré. If you combine this
museum with a visit to the lovely city of Céret
you have a great day trip, especially because
the driving route towards Céret is so beautiful.

A region of i mpres

Perpignan, 35 minutes

Perpignan, the capital of French Catalonia, is a
strange city as it is so very beautiful, dynamic,
charming and typical Catalan and yet not
known of as a tourist destination. Probably
because metropolis like Toulouse and
Barcelona are so close? Anyway, you will find
here some smashing monuments, like the

© Anya Niewierra www.maisoncatalan.com

. possri e to V\@ﬂb Hpnﬂl? sr:a&@;hedgado You \WA Iqe |

Palace of the Kings of Majorca which is the
oldest royal residence in France, some nice
museums (like the Castillet with a great view

over the city and the mountains),the St.t J ohn 6 s

but t e rCathedral gith ity shadewgtize onlytloistet | s
cemetery in France, a large car free shopping
centre in the small streets of the old parts of
Perpignan, etc. Add up a wide range of
restaurants, festivals, art galleries, and you get
a bit of a picture of this great place.

Palais des Rois de Mjrque, Pérpignan

Narbonne, 55 minutes

Narbonne is a lovely quite small typical
southern French city with great monuments
and beautiful lanes. On certain days it is

awarded with a great view. On your road to
and from Narbonne you pass the desolate salt
lakes, which offer some magnificent sunsets.
They are also worth a stop.

s

Narbonne main square in August



Sunset over the salt lakes near Narbonne

Toulouse & the City of Space, 2 hours
and 15 minutes
Toul ouse is
meaning the red city, as its centre is almost
completely build of red stones. Toulouse is a
very elegant, clean, old and somehow
6aristocratdéd city and
number of students in France. You will notice
this in the lively streets of Toulouse with its
large number of squares, markets, small
specialty shops and restaurants. Just outside
the city centre you will find the major and,
surprisingly
d 6 E s topCGitfc &f Space). After visiting this
fantastic, large and intelligent theme park (take
at least half a day for a visit) you really know
more about space and everything that is
happening around it. The City of Space is
absolutely great for children and adults.

6Le

Capitoled in

Barcelona, ca. 2 hours and 15 minutes
If you want to visit a real big and vibrating city,
you have three good choices here: Montpellier,
Toulouse and Barcelona. We ourselves visit
Barcelona in wintertime. The weather mostly is
still very nice then (like spring in the northern
parts of Europe) and there are no crowds. In
summertime Barcelona is nice too, but you
have to deal then with the heat, the crowds
and criminality. More information on Spain and
Barcelona you will find in our travel guides.
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Toul ouse

al slavile m$e@ér r e

h a

enouglnaCitéc h e af

Figueres (Spain), 1 hour

Figueres is the city of the surrealistic painter
Salvador Dali. Here they have an absolutely
crazy museum (more a theatre) build and
decorated by this artist. We would say that it is
a 6must doo,
combine a visit to Figueres with a trip to the
coastal village of Cadaqués, where Dali lived
too. If you leave home in the early morning and
take the coastal road by Collioure, Cerbere,
Llanca to Cadaqués, have lunch here, and
then to Figueres, visiting the museum and then
by motor way back home, you will have a great
day and a great trip. Check opening times and
the evening program before your visit.

Interior Museo Salvador Dali in Figueres

Bisbal Ceramics, ca. 30 minutes

from Figueres

Close to Figueres there is another city that is
worthwhile a visit for those who like colourful
ceramics: Bisbal. In this city you will find more
ceramic shops than one can imagine. The
factories are situated around Bisbal. So if you
are in need of a new crockery set, flower pots,
tubs, decorative tiles, etc. Bisbal is the place to
visit. You will buy these things here at a
fraction of the price elsewhere in Spain or
France.

Gerona (Spain), 1 hour and 30 minutes
Gerona is also a beautiful city with a wonderful
medieval centre. Especially the Jewish part is
impressive.

a | Yow mighto r



A region of lovely villages

Eus, 10 minutes

Eus is an amazing village on a hill. It is by
statistics the sunniest village in France (so the
most hours of sunshine). The village is covered
with Mediterranean cactuses, flowers, trees,
small streets, old houses (although all of them
restored) and a great view, especially from the
churché

View from the church of Eus in December

Molitg les Bains (20 minutes) and
Mosset (30 minutes)

Molitg les Bains is a thermal station where you
can book a luxury day cure wi t h al
ef f e ct al@8orts df mdssages and beauty
treatments. Reservation in advance is needed.
Molitg is a lovely old village too.

When you are in Molitg and you continue some
10 minutes more towards Mosset, you make
acquaintance with an even more beautiful
village, namely Mosset (see picture home page
& Maison Amandier). Mosset has the official
status of being one of the most beautiful
villages in France. Moreover there is a perfume
museum in Mosset that is worth while visiting
for an hour or so. You might learn a lot about
0 s mein thesed
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6 SanRing gtqrtingi“n ‘Marquixas on 5 minutes

A reglon wi
Whether sacred or profane, serious as a
O6processiond or gay
there are somehow always celebrations going
on in the Pyrénées-Orientales. You might say
about the Catalan people that 6 i f temay
celebrating,t hey ar e
The list of festivals, concerts and exhibitions
seems consequently almost endless and has
mostly a substantial connection with the four
seasons and/or the Catholic history. So pass
by the tourist office in Prades, llle-sur-Tét or
Vinga after your arrival and check out the
6agendaéd, to see what
you would like to visit.

as

An active region

from the house

In the Pyrénées-Orientales you can do all sorts
of sports and nature activities, like trekking,
rock climbing, horse-riding, cycling, orientation
courses, golf, potholing, archery, canyoning,
canoe-kayak, rafting, sea water kayak, deep
sea diving, sailing, hang-gliding, paragliding et
cetera. In the tourist offices they can provide
you with all the necessary addresses and
phone numbers to make reservations or to
know where to go, and of course they can give
you the latest update on possibilities, as these
activities are very dependent on the season
and the weather conditions.

th a f

ul |
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preparing a ¢

event
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A region of very special nature
phenomena
Because of the geological setting of the

Pyrenees Mountains, French Catalonia offers
some very special and exciting nature

phenomena you can visit. Personally we liked
most a potholing discovery tour at the historical
site of Galamus.

A potholing discovery

For those who do not like dark spaces the
®@r gues dare al gobde éhoice. This
geological miracle in llle-sur-Tét, also called

Nowadays the 6Cuisine Catala
very popular in Europe as it is considered as
one of t he | ast 6undi scov

treasur eso.

6t he chi mneya ordyfl5 miautes y 6 i
from Estoher and Finestret and 25 minutes ) . ) ]
from Pezilla-de-Conflent. At the entrance you Another regi obedhocdatdoa diTthieon
can ask for an English leaflet that offers you a Pyrénees-Orientales was the first area in
good historical and geological explanation on France wheartedu thooelato6 was
this site including a guided walking tour. invented. |Neo wahdagisvesthd

place in many dishes, sweets, et cetera.
ThCimeys ofiry (Orgues doél Il e) in February
A region of 0Catalan Cui sinebo,
OLe Chocol atdé and oOoLe Vinbo

Due to its isolated position in France for many
centuries on the one hand and the harbour
situation on the other hand, combined with the
fact that this part of France for a long time
used to be part of
due to the richness of nature, a very special
6Cuisined has
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Perpignan to Prades, 1% exit llle, right side a exit.
i r?galj-jrench )&at gq oni a.



